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Evolution vs. Creationism in the
Classroom: The Lasting Effects of
Science Education

Anti-scientific attitudes can impose sub-
stantial costs on societies. Can schools be
an important agent in mitigating the prop-
agation of such attitudes?

This paper investigates the effect of the
content of science education on anti-scien-
tific attitudes, knowledge, and choices.
The analysis exploits staggered reforms
that reduce or expand the coverage of evo-
lution theory in US state science education
standards. I compare adjacent student co-
horts in models with state and cohort
fixed effects.
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There are three main results. First, ex-
panded evolution coverage increases stu-
dents' knowledge about evolution.
Second, the reforms translate into greater
evolution belief in adulthood, but do not
crowd out religiosity or affect political
attitudes. Third, the reforms affect high-
stakes life decisions, namely the probabil-
ity of working in life sciences.
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